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COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course will consist of a study of some of the origins of twentieth century concepts of childhood and their relationship
to educational thought and practice in the Western world.

TOPICS:

1. Theoretical Perspectives
Twentieth century interpretations of the experience of childhood will be examined. Particular attention will be
given to the works of Philippe Aries and Lloyd deMause.

2. Early Concepts of Childhood and Education

a) Late Roman and Medieval Concepts of Childhood

b) Renaissance and Enlightenment Concepts of Childhood
¢) The Puritans and Literature for Children

d) John Locke

3. Eighteenth and Nineteenth Century Concepts of Childhood and Education
a) Jean-Jacques Rousseau and Emile (1762)

b) Evangelicalism and Childhood

¢) Romanticism and Childhood

d) Children of the Industrial Revolution

4. Selected Concepts of Childhood and Education in the Twentieth Century

5. Children without Childhood

REQUIREMENTS
Course assessment will be based on written assignments, presentations, and class participation.
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